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The  beginning  of  the  21st  century  seems  to  be  marked  by  crisis  –  first  of 
all the ongoing global economic crisis which, on one hand, introduced new, 
and on the other, unveiled old, deeper political and social crises more or less 














































market-like competition,  thus  threatening the very idea of university as  the 
community of scholars engaged in cooperative search for truth.
After the introductory discussion, the symposium continued with sessions of 




It  is  impossible to present here all  the topics specifically, but some general 





























of  building  universal  knowledge,  as  well  as  challenges  that  have  emerged 
with the deconstruction of this optimistic quest of modernity. Regarding the 
possibility  of  university  to  become  enterprise,  he  emphasised  the  problem 
of confrontation of  two missions, or  in other words,  two understandings of 


































for  economic  and  social  developments  as  well.  Present  trends  of  reducing 
the extent of  learning basic knowledge on all  levels of education,  justified 
by the aim of quick and effective production of skilled workers and relieving 
students of “unnecessary” workload, as Paar argues,  thus create a potential 
danger of losing the creative force that drives the development of a society. 
The university’s task is, therefore, to recognise the meaning and preserve the 
status of basic knowledge, especially regarding the  increasing demands for 
interdisciplinarity and lifelong learning in society of the 21st century.
The final, closing discussion once again brought up the most relevant topics 
examined in numerous formal and informal discussions in the course of the 
symposium, and resulted in agreement to articulate conclusions in the form of 
a declaration, which is brought on the following pages. Although we can say 
that with this the symposium ended successfully, the various issues consid-
ered during three days still need to be resolved, and they will surely require 
future commitment through public debates and concrete actions. Bearing in 
mind that university is one of the fundamental pillars of modern society, the 
task is all the more important, because the way in which university is going to 
be developed will undoubtedly shape our future in general.
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